
INLAYS FOR DUMMIES

4. After working my way through the rest of the sections of the inlay I now 
have a collection of loose cut-out pieces of wood obscured with paper stuck 
to them...almost done right? 

5. Now onto the final piece (or pieces). This is where my work differs from the 
definition of what inlay work actually is, or involves. Instead of routing out a 
cavity in-which to 'inlay' these cut pieces into, with my designs I cut the ebony 
'background' in much the same way as the other sections of the inlay. Cutting 
this final ebony section is going to be the most difficult, dusty, frustrating and 
time-consuming of the lot...why not save the best till last?! 

The process for cutting the ebony is essentially the same as cutting the other 
sections, but ebony is the most difficult wood to cut and it's pretty much 
guaranteed that this section will be the most complex of the whole design, if 
for no other reason than that it has to fit with the other complex pieces of the 
inlay. In theory, if you have cut each section exactly to the line then all the 
pieces should fit together perfectly right?...well, when it comes to cutting this 
final section, or also if you were routing a cavity for your inlay at this stage, 
then unfortunately you're just not going to get perfection. When cutting the 
ebony I will allow for a little extra room by not cutting directly to the line but 
to the outside of it. The aim is to make any gap that might result as small as 
possible and you can check that pieces are fitting together as you are going 
along, but I have found again and again that if you try to be too precise when 
cutting this final section that you will find yourself spending an eternity with a 
needle file trying to get everything to fit together! 

6. Procrastinate. 
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YOU WILL NEED 


1. Fret saw  

2. Cutting base 

3. Jeweller's drill 

4. Needle files 

5. Desk 

6. Eyes 

7. Hands (with 
Kevlar saw-
resistant 
fingertips) 
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