
INLAYS FOR DUMMIES


1. This Johnny Cash design was originally based on a black and white photo 
so the first decision to make is whether to choose to use a combination of a 
light wood like maple with ebony to match the black and white feel of the 
original image or if I'd prefer to add some colour? I've gone for the latter so 
to start out I've selected some woods with the colours that I'd like to use for 
the inlay to pick from. 

2. The next process is to select each separate piece of the inlay, to do this I 
take one of the photocopies of the design and cut around a section of the 
design using a scalpel and cutting board (There is no need to cut this section 
out exactly to the line, in fact it is better not to, as I am going to be using this 
line to cut to directly when sawing) 

3. After roughly cutting out the section I can then use the photocopy of the 
design (with the cut-out piece missing) as a template to place directly over 
the wood, for Johnny's face here I have picked this piece of beli sapwood & 
positioned it so that the interesting change in the grain pattern should work 
well coming up from the shadow on his jaw/cheek. 

4. Now that I've picked the exact piece of wood that I want to use for this 
section of the inlay I can now transfer the cut-out piece of the design 
photocopy into position, remove the outside that I was using as a template 
and then glue it down 

3Material selection




YOU WILL NEED 


1. Scalpel/Craft 

knife & cutting 
board   

2. Superglue 

3. Wood (2.2mm) 

4. Desk 

5. Eyes  
(Preferably 
Blue) 

6. Hands         
(with Teflon, 
glue-resistant 
fingertips) 

MATERIAL SELECTION 


